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Holiday Sketchbook Project 100 points

DUE January 15th – January 19th
· Choose a painting from the below list to analyze from the MoMA collection. Do all work in your sketchbook. Write your notes in pen. Tape receipt or catalogue from museum in your sketchbook.

For Helen, Brice Marden (6th) 

Jacques Lipchitz (Portrait of a Young Man), Diego Rivera (5th) 

Hanz Tietze and Erica Tietze-Conrat, Oscar Kokoschka (5th) 

Three Musicians, Pablo Picasso (5th) 

Christina's World, Andrew Wyeth (5th) 

Persistance of Memory, Salvador Dali (5th) [That hard to identify image laying on the sand is actually Dali's face] 

Gold Marilyn Monroe, Andy Warhol (4th) 

*There are a lot of portraits in the photography exhibitions on the 3rd floor* 

Head #10, diCorcia (2nd) 

Almerisa... [a series of photographs], Dijkstra (2nd) 

The Secretary of State, Luc Tuymans (2nd) 

Elena, School Girl (with lotus blossom), Julien Opie (2nd Floor, in print show galleries) 

· In your sketchbook first do a blind contour line drawing of the painting or photograph you have selected.

· Then use sketch lines to draw the details in an observational drawing.

While considering ONE piece of work, ask yourself the following questions and make notes in your sketchbook.
In order to make your museum experience a rich one, we have created this guide for you to use during the visit.  Below are questions that are designed to help you think about the art that you are looking at.

There are three general questions and then there are different questions for drawing/painting and photography that you will answer.

· Answer the following questions.

First DESCRIBE the piece as a WHOLE in your sketchbook, pretend that you are writing a letter to a person in another country who can’t see the piece, so use all the adjectives that you can to make the piece real for them. 

1. What is my first response to the work? 

Later you may change your opinion, but consider why you were attracted to the piece? Was it strange, pretty, boring, ugly, sexy, or what? 

2. What year was the piece made, what is the title, who is the artist, what country does she/he originate, what is the medium, what is the size? All of this information is available on the card on the side of the piece. 

3. Does the title help to understand the work?

DRAWING AND PAINTING

1. What is the subject matter (if any.)?  

What is happening? 

If there is a figure in the painting, what is the gaze of the figure (where is the figure looking)?

2. Are the contour lines (outlines of shapes) strong and hard, soft, or are they irregular with varying thickness?

3. What does the medium (what the piece is made of) contribute to the meaning of the picture?  For example oil paint can be made to look rich, wet, and smooth or it can be applied thinly and the brushstrokes can be seen to give the picture a lot of texture.

4. Is the color realistic or expressive or both?  Are the colors mostly warm (red, yellow, orange) or cool (blue, green, purple) or neutral (brown, tan, gray)

5. Do the objects or figures share the space evenly or does one overpower another?

Describe the composition? 

Are there strong diagonal, horizontal, or vertical lines? 

6. Does the artist create a sense of depth (the recession in space)? If so, how is it done, (perspective, size of figures, overlapping, shading, hatching, etc.)? Or are the figures and objects shown as flat?

7.  What is the type of picture? Portrait, landscape, seascape, abstraction? 
· If the piece is a portrait, consider the following:
· How much of the figure is showing? Full length? Frontal? Three-quarter view, head only (this is called a bust.) What position is the figure in?  Look at the angle of the head, and what the hands are doing.

· Besides the figure(s) what else in the picture (clothes, accessories, and furnishings) and what does it tell about the figure?  

· What kind of personality do you think the figure has? (For example, instance, cool, warm, etc.)

· Does the artist tell us that the person belongs to a particular social class?  Or is the figure independent and give a sense of his/her inner life and thoughts?  Or both?

· If the piece is a still-life:
· Does the picture suggest things that are very expensive, or is it of everyday objects?

· Does it imply transience (the passing of time) through use of clocks, candles, or perishable objects like food or flowers?  

· Are the objects symbolic of something?

· If the piece is a landscape, (seascape, or cityscape):
· What is the relationship between human beings and nature? If there are figures, are they at ease or being affected by storms or other natural events.

· Does the landscape reflect any political or spiritual forces?

· Does the picture emphasize light and color or volumes (like in Van Gogh’s trees.)?

· If the piece is non-objective (art without recognizable figures or objects):
· Consider that this type of art depends on the emotional significance of color, forms, and texture.

· Is the painting or drawing like a type of music?

· How does the piece make you feel?

· How do the elements of art come together in the work? What are the colors, lines, and textures doing together? 

· Consider the size of the work; often these types of paintings are large. What effect does the size have?
A Guide to Assist you with Looking at and Writing about Art

As adapted from Barnet, Sylvan A Short Guide to Writing about Art

